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June 20, 2022

Bryan Bondy

Executive Director

Upper Ventura River Groundwater Agency
C/0O Meiners Oaks Water District

202 W. El Roblar Drive

Ojai, CA 93023

RE: Draft Monitoring Work Plans for Foster Park and Confluence Aquatic
Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems (May 2022)

Dear Mr. Bondy:

The Ojai Valley Land Conservancy (OVLC) conserves, manages, and restores
roughly 2,400 acres of protected open space in the Ojai Valley, including 4.5 miles
of riparian land along the Ventura River. Additionally, OVLC is a Director on the
Upper Ventura River Groundwater Agency (UVRGA) Board of Directors as
Environmental Stakeholder. As a major landowner in the Upper Ventura River
Groundwater Basin and stakeholder representative for the environmental
community, OVLC is submitting comments on the Draft Monitoring Work Plans for
the Foster Park Aquatic Groundwater Dependent Ecosystem (GDE) and Confluence
Aquatic GDE.

After conversations with concerned environmental organizations, OVLC endorses
the comments of officials at the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) in their
detailed comments and suggestions for revisions to the Draft Work Plans for the
Foster Park and Confluence GDEs. OVLC recommends that UVRGA work
proactively with NMFS and California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) to
obtain data from ongoing studies in the Ventura River. These data can help to

ensure that monitoring protocols utilize best available science.’Furthermore, OVLC

continues to stress the importance of including GDEs in the Robles Reach in the
GSP and recommends that UVRGA develop a Draft Monitoring Work Plan for this
Habitat Area. OVLC owns and manages several parcels surrounding the Confluence
GDE and OVLC’s Ventura River Preserve overlays all of the Robles GDEs, OVLC
looks forward to working with UVRGA to provide access to sites and facilitate any
monitoring efforts.
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NMEFS has expressed concerns about both the effectiveness of UVRGA's Sustainable
Management Criteria (SMC) established for flows and the limitations of proposed monitoring
protocols for steelhead habitats in the Ventura River. First, UVRGA should consider State and
Federal agencies’ comments concerning the SMC set for flows, and utilize the three-year

monitoring period to evaluate if a more appropriate SMC is warranted for Foster Park and

Confluence. Second, the monitoring protocols proposed for both Draft Work Plans are limited
and only use hydrologic parameters as indicators of habitat suitability. UVRGA should consult
with agency officials at NMFS and CDFW to include their recently published steelhead
monitoring protocols and obtain best available data from the agencies’ ongoing monitoring
efforts and studies within the basin. OVLC enjoys strong relationships with the regional offices of
these agencies and can facilitate meetings with these partners for proactive engagement on
UVRGA’s Final Work Plans.

In addition, OVLC reiterates its position on the Final GSP that the GDEs present in the Robles
Reach (where OVLC's Ventura River Preserve is located) should be included in the analysis and
monitoring. We recommend that the UVRGA should also submit a Draft Monitoring Work Plan
to identify SMCs for these GDEs. All of the mainstem Ventura River is designated as critical

habitat for southern steelhead (which have been seen in the Robles Reach) and other species.

The GDE’s in the Robles Reach also provide outstanding water-related recreational benefits to
the public. Furthermore, due to the underground flows that the UVRGA has identified
downstream of the Robles Reach, any proactive groundwater management efforts in the Robles
Reach will provide benefits to GDE’s occurring in downstream areas. OVLC looks forward to the
opportunity to work with the UVRGA to assess potential impacts of groundwater depletions on
interconnected surface water in the Robles Reach to determine whether an SMC is necessary to
prevent significant and unreasonable impacts.

OVLC is excited about the continued partnership with UVRGA and looks forward to assisting on

groundwater management projects to achieve sustainability in our basin. If you have any 5

guestions or concerns regarding this letter, please contact OVLC's Restoration Program Director,
Vivon Crawford, at (805) 633-1093 or vivon@ovlc.org.

Sincerely,

Thomas H. Maloney Vivon Crawford

Executive Director Restoration Program Director
Ojai Valley Land Conservancy Ojai Valley Land Conservancy
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