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SUSTAINABLE
MANAGEMENT

CRITERIA
IMPLICATIONS

CHRONIC LOWERING OF 
GROUNDWATER LEVELS

Undesirable Result (Water Code §10721):

Chronic lowering of groundwater levels indicating a 
significant and unreasonable depletion of supply if 
continued over the planning and implementation 
horizon. Overdraft during a period of drought is not 
sufficient to establish a chronic lowering of 
groundwater levels if extractions and groundwater 
recharge are managed as necessary to ensure that 
reductions in groundwater levels or storage during a 
period of drought are offset by increases in 
groundwater levels or storage during other periods.
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CHRONIC LOWERING OF 
GROUNDWATER LEVELS

 Basin fills and drains in sync with rainfall patterns

 No chronic lowering of groundwater levels is indicated 
in the historical record of projections of future 
groundwater conditions.  

 Over pumping occurs temporarily during drought when 
inflows are almost entirely eliminated

 Basin has very limited storage to buffer pumping 
drawdown during drought, resulting in GW level 
declines, esp. in Kennedy & FP Areas which have GDEs

 However, GW levels recover fully & quickly post-drought 
and temporary GW level declines during drought alone 
are not an indicator or chronic lowering.

CHRONIC LOWERING OF 
GROUNDWATER LEVELS

 Based on the foregoing, one possible conclusion is that 
Chronic Lowering of GW Levels is not applicable to the 
Basin.

 However, review of DWR’s OBGMA alternative review 
findings indicates that GSAs must evaluate whether URs 
occur during temporary periods of low GW levels:
 “Even assuming that groundwater levels and storage recover 

during wetter periods…that notion is not a substitute for a 
determination by the Agency to demonstrate that undesirable 
results have been avoided during times when groundwater 
levels and the associated groundwater in storage have 
declined without adequate evidence.”
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CHRONIC LOWERING OF 
GROUNDWATER LEVELS

 Staff Conclusion: 
 UVRGA will need to develop SMC to address any undesirable 

results caused by pumping-induced groundwater level 
declines during droughts.

More information at next meeting
 Impacts to GDEs at low water levels.  Significant and 

unreasonable?

 Potential minimum thresholds and measurable objectives.

REDUCTION OF 
GROUNDWATER STORAGE

Minimum Threshold (GSP Emerg. Regs §354.28):
The total volume of groundwater that can be withdrawn 
from the basin without causing conditions that may lead 
to undesirable results. 

Directly correlated with groundwater levels

Will develop based on SMC for Chronic Decline of 
Groundwater Levels
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QUESTIONS?
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UPPER VENTURA RIVER GROUNDWATER AGENCY Item No. 8 

DATE: April 8, 2021 

TO: Board of Directors  

FROM: Executive Director 

SUBJECT: Executive Director’s Report 

SUMMARY 
The following are updates on Agency matters since the last Board meeting: 
 

1. Administrative:  Nothing to report. 
 

2. Financial: 
 

a. Groundwater Extraction Fees:   
 

i. The fourth round of semi-annual extraction fee invoices was mailed on 
January 15, 2021.  Payments were due on February 19, 2021.  As of March 1, 
four entities have not paid, totaling $3,213.90.   
 

ii. The third round of semi-annual extraction fee invoices was mailed on July 16, 
2020.  Payments were due August 16, 2020.  One entity remains unpaid, 
totaling $870.76.   

 
b. GSP Grant:   

 
i. Grant Progress Report and Invoice No. 7 were submitted to DWR on January 

17, 2021.  DWR approved the progress report and invoice on March 3, 
2021.  Payment in the amount of $77,410.36 is expected soon.   
 

3. Legal:  No reportable activity. 
 

4. Sustainable Groundwater Management: 
 

a. Groundwater Sustainability Plan Development: Please see Item 10a. 
 

b. Groundwater and Surface Water Monitoring:  The property on which well 
04N23W20A01S is located was sold recently.  Staff sent a request for continued 
access to the new property owner on February 24, 2021.  The request is still pending. 
 

c. Camino Cielo Crossing Surface Water Flow Gauge: Due to the lack of rainfall, staff 
recommends deferring gauge activation until Spring 2022. 

 
d. DWR Surface Water Flow Gauge: DWR is scheduled to install the gauge in April. 
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5. Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB) Grant:  WCB is expected to announce grant awards on 

April 22.  The CEQA Notice of Exemption approved on March 11, 2021 was filed and 
transmitted to WCB for consideration.   
 
6. SWRCB / CDFW Instream Flow Enhancement Coordination: CDFW presented draft 

Ventura River flow recommendations during a webinar held on February 26, 2021 and 
released the corresponding draft report for a 30-day public comment period.   
 

7. Ventura River Watershed Instream Flow & Water Resilience Framework (VRIF): No 
reportable activity since the last Board meeting. 
 

8. Miscellaneous:  N/A 
 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS 
Receive an update from the Executive Director concerning miscellaneous matters and Agency 
correspondence. Provide feedback to staff.  

 
BACKGROUND  
Not applicable 
 
FISCAL SUMMARY  
Not applicable 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
None 

 

 

 

 

 

Action: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Motion:___________________________________  Second: ___________________________________  

B. Kuebler___  D. Engle___  R. Hajas___  S. Rungren___ G. Shephard___  E. Ayala___ L. Rose___
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UVRGA Ad Hoc Committee Summary Table 

Proposed Changes April 8, 2021 

Committee Recent Members Termination Date Duties 

 
Ad Hoc Budget 

Committee  

Bert Rapp (Alt. Dir.) 
Vacant 
Vacant 

 

December 31, 2019 
June 30, 2022 

1. Review a proposed multi-year budgets through 
fiscal year 2022; 

2. Review budget and expenditures and prepare 
quarterly mid-year and year-end budget 
reports with recommendations; 

3. Review a proposed FY 2020 fiscal year budgets; 
and 

4. Perform other budget-related tasks as may be 
directed by the Board. 

 
Ad Hoc Funding 

Committee 
 

Bruce Kuebler (c) 
Emily Ayala 
Larry Rose 

December 31, 2019 
June 30, 2022 

1. Develop funding option recommendations and 
2. Oversee and advise Board on fee 

implementation issues. 

 
 

Ad Hoc Stakeholder 
Engagement 
Committee 

 
 

Larry Rose (c) 
Bruce Kuebler 

Emily Ayala 
January 31, 2022 

1. Perform SEP implementation; 
2. Provide monthly updates;  
3. Perform ongoing review of SEP;  
4. Recommend SEP updates each May; and 
5. Perform other stakeholder outreach-related 

tasks as determined by the Board. 
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