UPPER VENTURA RIVER GROUNDWATER AGENCY

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Upper Ventura River Groundwater Agency (“Agency”)
Board of Directors (“Board”) will hold a Special Board Meeting at 1 P.M. on
Thursday, March 25, 2021 via

ON-LINE OR TELECONFERENCE:

DIAL-IN (US TOLL FREE) 1-669-900-6833
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/adtDC72htH
JOIN BY COMPUTER, TABLET OR SMARTPHONE:
https://zoom.us/j/91607155032?pwd=RIBKOWUrR201TzR3S0xISFZTV1hXUT09
Meeting ID: 916 0715 5032
Passcode: 823009
New to Zoom, go to: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/206175806

PER CALIFORNIA EXECUTIVE ORDER N-29-20, SECTION 3: A local legislative body
is authorized to hold public meetings via teleconferencing and to make public meetings
accessible telephonically or otherwise electronically to all members of the public seeking to
observe and to address the local legislative body. A physical location accessible for the
public to participate in the teleconference is not required.

UPPER VENTURA RIVER GROUNDWATER AGENCY BOARD OF DIRECTORS
SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA

March 25, 2021
1. MEETING CALL TO ORDER
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. ROLL CALL
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

5. PUBLIC COMMENT FOR ITEMS NOT APPEARING ON THE AGENDA
The Board will receive public comments on items not appearing on the agenda and within
the subject matter jurisdiction of the Agency. The Board will not enter into a detailed
discussion or take any action on any items presented during public comments. Such
items may only be referred to the Executive Director or other staff for administrative
action or scheduled on a subsequent agenda for discussion. Persons wishing to speak on
specific agenda items should do so at the time specified for those items. In accordance
with Government Code § 54954.3(b)(1), public comment will be limited to three (3)
minutes per speaker.
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6. ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS

a. Comment Letter - California Department of Fish and Wildlife Draft Instream
Flow Regime Recommendations for the Lower Ventura River, Ventura County
The Board will consider approving a comment letter concerning CDFW’s Draft
Instream Flow Regime Recommendations.

7. GSP ITEMS

a. Groundwater Modeling Results (Grant Category (d); Task 11: GSP
Development and Preparation)
The Board will receive a presentation concerning groundwater model results and
implications for sustainable management criteria and will consider providing
feedback to staff.

8. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
This is an opportunity for the Directors to request items for future Board meeting

agendas.

9. ADJOURNMENT
The next scheduled Regular Board meeting is April 8, 2021.
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UPPER VENTURA RIVER GROUNDWATER AGENCY Item No. 6(a)
DATE: March 25, 2021

TO: Board of Directorsists,

FROM: Executive Director

SUBJECT: Comment Letter - California Department of Fish and Wildlife Draft Instream Flow
Regime Recommendations for the Lower Ventura River, Ventura County

SUMMARY

On February 26, 2021, California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) released the
document Draft Instream Flow Regime Recommendations for the Lower Ventura River, Ventura
County. The report is available on-line at
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=190389&inline. The 30-day comment
period ends on March 29, 2021.

During the March 11, 2021 Board meeting, the Board directed staff to draft a comment letter for
review. The requested draft comment letter is attached for consideration.

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS

Consider approving a comment letter concerning CDFW’s Draft Instream Flow Regime
Recommendations.

BACKGROUND
Please see summary.

FISCAL SUMMARY
Coordination with CDWF is included in the Agency’s budget.

ATTACHMENTS

A. Draft comment letter

Action:

Motion: Second:

B.Kuebler  D.Engle  A.Spandrio  S.Rungren  G. Shephard  E.Ayala  L.Rose


https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=190389&inline

202 W. El Roblar Dr.

=\
Ojai, CA 93023
GROUNDWATER AGENCY (805) 640-1247

https://uvrgroundwater.org/

March 25, 2021

Ed Pert, Regional Manager

California Department of Fish and Wildlife
South Coast Region

3883 Ruffin Road

San Diego, CA 92123

Via E-mail to InstreamFlow@wildlife.ca.gov

RE: DRAFT Comments on Draft Instream Flow Regime Recommendations for the Lower
Ventura River, Ventura County

Dear Mr. Pert,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the above referenced document (Draft
Flow Recommendations). The five public agencies that comprise the UVRGA (Casitas Municipal
Water District, City of San Buenaventura, County of Ventura, Meiners Oaks Water District, and
Ventura River Water District) reserve the right to submit separate, standalone comments.

UVRGA'’s mission is to address the requirements of the Sustainable Groundwater Management
Act (SGMA), which is a three-bill legislative package signed into law in late 2014, composed of
AB 1739 (Dickinson), SB 1168 (Pavley), and SB 1319 (Pavley). SGMA established a statewide
framework for groundwater management at the local level. SGMA requires the formation of
Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) to manage groundwater basins sustainably by
developing and implementing groundwater sustainability plans (GSPs). UVRGA is the GSA for
the Upper Ventura River Basin (UVRB), which covers the Ventura River and its floodplain from
just downstream of Matilija Dam to Foster Park, encompassing the northern 2/3 of Reach No. 3
and the entirety of Reach 4 designated in the Draft Flow Recommendations.

SGMA requires that UVRGA manage the groundwater resources of the UVRB in a manner that
avoids undesirable results! by 2042 for six sustainability indicators, including significant and
unreasonable depletion of interconnected surface water caused by groundwater pumping.
UVRGA’s management of this sustainability indicator will play a key role in addressing
environmental beneficial uses of surface water Reach Nos. 3 and 4, particularly during dry
periods when streamflow is highly dependent on groundwater discharge to the Ventura River.

1 Undesirable results occur when significant and unreasonable effects for any of the sustainability indicators are
caused by groundwater conditions occurring throughout the basin. (GSP Emergency Regulations §354.26)


mailto:InstreamFlow@wildlife.ca.gov

Comments:

1. Habitat Considerations:

As discussed on page nos. 1-2 of the Draft Flow Recommendations, flow is not the only
factor affecting steelhead in the Ventura River watershed. The document sites multiple
factors and emphasizes habitat degradation. The loss of high-quality freshwater habitat
is cited as “one of the leading causes of salmonid decline in California (CDFG 2004).”
The Flow Recommendations notes that access to over half of the historically available
spawning and rearing habitat in the Ventura River watershed is blocked by the Matilija
Dam and Casitas Dam and the remaining spawning and rearing habitat below these
dams has been degraded. The document goes on to say that “maintaining suitable
instream flows that protect basic ecosystem functions can help maintain freshwater
habitat for migration, spawning, incubation, and juvenile rearing of salmonids”
(emphasis added), again recognizing that flow is not the only factor impacting steelhead
populations.

UVRGA agrees that habitat is a critically important factor for addressing the long-term
protection, maintenance, and continued viability of stream-related fish and wildlife
resources. However, UVRGA is concerned that the Draft Flow Recommendations focus
exclusively on streamflow and do not consider habitat improvement opportunities and
how habitat improvement could affect the flow regime necessary to protect steelhead.
As you may know, an extensive suite of habitat improvement projects is proposed for
the watershed, including ongoing efforts to remove Matilija Dam. Habitat improvement
should be considered in the analysis and a holistic approach to the flow
recommendations should be developed that incorporates and emphasizes habitat
considerations.

2. Streamflow Interannual Variability Considerations:

The Ventura River exhibits a wide range of interannual variability in streamflow, as
demonstrated in Figure 4 of the Flow Recommendations. However, the Draft Flow
Recommendations ignore interannual variability by recommending a single set of flow
recommendations to be applied to “all water year types.” Comparison of the Flow
Recommendations with Appendix A of CDFW's Instream Flow Regime Criteria on a
Watershed Scale, Ventura River (dated March 2020) reveals that the proposed flow
recommendations for Reach 3 will only be met during “wet” conditions. Certainly,
steelhead are adapted to the interannual variability in streamflow, otherwise the
species probably would not have existed in this watershed to begin with. Interannual
streamflow variability should be considered and addressed in the Draft Flow
Recommendations.
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3. Uncertainty Analysis:

The Draft Flow Recommendations are based on limited data from the Ventura River,
appear to rely heavily on models developed in other regions, and appear to rely on
certain inputs and/or assumptions derived from other rivers. It seems likely that these
factors contribute to a significant uncertainty in the actual flows necessary to sustain
steelhead. The Draft Flow Recommendations should discuss these uncertainties, both
gualitatively and quantitatively. The document should include a discussion of the
applicability of the methods developed elsewhere to the Ventura River and a discussion
of how various assumptions or model inputs could affect the recommended flows and
to what magnitude.

4. Monitoring and Adaptive Management:

The Draft Flow Recommendations should include recommendations for monitoring to
address uncertainty in the flow regime recommendations, to understand the impact of
habitat improvement projects, and to develop data to understand steelhead responses
to interannual streamflow variability. The Draft Flow Recommendations should include
a proposed adaptive management framework that would be used to revisit flow
objectives over time based on the monitoring results, perhaps at five-year intervals in
parallel with UVRGA’s required GSP updates.

Thank you again for the opportunity to submit comments on the Draft Flow Recommendations.
Please contact me if you have any questions concerning UVRGA’s comments. | can be reached
via phone at 805-212-0484 or via e-mail at bbondy@uvrgroundwater.org.

Sincerely,

D RA FT (delete watermark before finalizing)

Bryan Bondy, PG, CHG
Executive Director
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UPPER VENTURA RIVER GROUNDWATER AGENCY Item No. 7(a)
DATE: March 25, 2021

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Executive Director

SUBJECT: Groundwater Modeling Results (Grant Category (d); Task 11: GSP Development
and Preparation)

SUMMARY
The Executive Director and Intera staff will present available results from various 50-year future
model simulations. Implications for sustainable management criteria will also be discussed.

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS
Receive a presentation concerning groundwater model results and implications for sustainable
management criteria and consider providing feedback to staff.

BACKGROUND
Not applicable.

FISCAL SUMMARY
Not applicable.

ATTACHMENTS
None.

Action:

Motion: Second:

B.Kuebler  D.Engle  A.Spandrio  S.Rungren  G. Shephard  E.Ayala  L.Rose
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